
Appendix 2 – 30 hours funded childcare for 3 & 4 year olds - eligibility criteria

Parents will usually qualify for 30 hours free childcare if they (and their partner, if 
they have one) are: 

 In work – or getting paternal leave, sick leave or annual leave.
 Each earning at least the National Minimum Wage or Living Wage for 16 

hours per week, or the equivalent of. (This earning limit does not apply if 
you’re self-employed and started your business less than 12 months ago)

If they cannot work - they may still be eligible if their partner is working, and they get 
Incapacity Benefit, Severe Disablement Allowance, Carer’s Allowance or 
Employment and Support Allowance

Families will not qualify for this entitlement if:

 Either parent has an income of more than £ 100,000
 Either parent is a non-EEA national and subject to immigration control (and 

has no recourse to public funds)
 Your child does not usually live with you

Application process:

Applying for 30 hours is slightly different parents/carers will need to create a 
‘Government gateway account’. To do this they will need their details (and if their 
partner’s details, if they have one), including National Insurance number or Unique 
Taxpayer Reference (UTR), if self-employed.  Applications can be made here 
https://childcare-support.tax.service.gov.uk/par/app/trialmessage or by going to the 
childcare choices web site https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/ 

Once eligibility has been confirmed the parent/carer will be given an eligibility code, 
they will then need to take this code along with their National Insurance number and 
child’s date of birth to their chosen childcare provider.  The chosen provider will then 
complete an electronic check through Cumbria County Council to verify eligibility.  

All eligible parents will be expected to reconfirm their continued eligibility every three 
months with HMRC, if they do not continue to be eligible or do not reconfirm, the 
additional hours will cease at the end of the grace period, for more information 
https://www.cumbria.gov.uk/childrensservices/childrenandfamilies/cfis/freeearlyyears
.asp
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